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;agtlin ring t})sart "tnyutsoelgm jury rda;
ering obsceni a jury yesterday-
{ that Robert Mapplethorpe’s photographig
3 exploration of thgﬁay underground was
4 artistic and politically important, no mat-
ter how “disturbing the homoerotic im-
1 ages might be to them. -~
3 . Even though the controversial photo-

o

1 never conceive of being partiof gttor-

1 resent an' artistic record by a:“brilliant
4 photographer” of the gay underground.

*CINCINNATI — Defense attorneys for
charged with .

« graphs reflect a “world many of ug-could -

Defense calls Mapplethorpe’s |
photos politically important

were” indicted on. the opening day of

“Robert Mapplethotpe: A Perfect Mo-
ment,” an exhibition of 175 photographs
that has appeared in several U. S, cities,

-Seven of the photographs form the ba-

--6i8 of the obscenity charges: Five depict:

homosexual, and sadomasochistic im-
ages, and two show children with ex-
posed genitals, :

City prosecytor Frank ‘Prouty asked
the four-man, four-woman jury to “draw.
the line" at the “lewd exhibition,” add-

. . o ng .more? »Shouldn't- we hear /"~
% ney H. Loyis Sirkin said in pening : :
1 statement in the landmarkl?rialm;tﬁgy rep--

something more?’ The’ pictyres are the-
state’s case.” "~ ' < : ‘
Jurors toured the gallery yesterday just -

i

~

** Defense calls photos
- politically important

4 -.Last spring, the Contemporary Arts
Center and its director, Dennis Barrie, .

See DEFENSE |

i

Continued f'ro.xzn, PageAT7 .
" a few. blocks from the Hamilton

-, County courtroom where they-will -

‘reconvene Monday to hear testimo-
ny in the first obscenity case ever
“filed against a U. S. art museum. Ju-
- rors werg permitted only.a.moment
to 'view .the gallery.from the front

entrance, where, they could see sev-

eral sepia-toned photographs of the,

Mona Lisa, an image of Christ and a

nude.. .. -. T

It was the first time several of the
jurors had been inside a museum in
years, based on their responses to.
questioning. this week. And. it was
clear from those responses-that art

ity, of any of the jurors. = - ¢~

A vice officer with the Cincinnati

Police Department . testified . yester-
day that law-enforcement officials
received numerous telephone cajls

and letters last winter to complain |:
about the coming arrival of the ex- |

hibition. . © . .
Officer  James Hicks said those
complaints prompted a police inves-
tigation, including a videotaping of
the show, though police never filed
charges.”A grand jury later issued
an indictment. - *

a

.7 'The - exhibition’. drew . :record

. ~ show. ... .
is not an interest, much less a prior-. .

IR N 4
. . Hicks and another. police,} ic:er
- recalled that the homoerotjg photo-

- graphs. that - appeared in‘the so-°
+ called .“XYZ_ Portfolio” were dis-
- played in a glass library case in-a

- room separate from the rest of the
e!(hibit. [ L T . ¥

“waiting to view the portfolio, “The
; place was packed,” Hicks said.
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~"-Both recaued"ldﬁg lines of Peoﬁle .

crowds in its Cincinnati rug,April 7
. , '

“to May 26. . .

' admission to people 18, and" oldér.

; People under. 18.were not permitted
_.to view.the exhibition, a congession

_that muyseum -attorneys--sald was

- made to appease those in the con-
" munity 'who were critical “of the
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. Neither officer said ,"‘hé?femein-. '
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