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photos politically important
:: By EI1£N UZELAC
^ P The Baltimore Sun ; p .
•s . • , .; '
I ;CINCINNATI —Pefense attorneys for
I a Cincinnati art museum charged with
^ pandering obscenity told ^juiyyesterday-
4 that Robert Mapplethoi^'s photographic
j e^loration of the gay underground was
4artistic and pplitically f., ^ important, no mat

ter how dist^iftg the homoerotic im
ages might be to them*

Even though the controversial photo
graphs reflect a "world many of us could
never conceive of being, p^jof,'̂ fttor- ^
ney H. M)uis Sirkm S^d ii|i Ws Ppfiiing ;
statement in the landmarkthai, they rep-~
resent an artistic record by ai^bi^iuit
photographer" of the gay underground.'

Last spring, the Contemporary Arts
Center and its director, DennisJarrie,

were indicted on the opening day of
"Rjobert Mwplethotpe; A Perfect Mo-
ment,". an e^^bitibn of 175 photographs
that has appeared in several U.S. cities.
, Seven of the photographs formthe ba
sis of the obscenity charges: Five depict
homosexual, and sadomasochistic im-
ag^, twp shpw children with ex
posed genitals.

City prosecutor Frank Prouty asked
the four-man, rourpwoman juiy to "draw
the line'• at the "lew<l eJ^bition," add
ing: 'Tou're going to think, 'Isn't there
something more? >Shouldn't^ we hear
SometUng more?v The pictures are the
state's case." ' '

Jurors tpur^ thegalleiy yesterdayJust
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a few blocks from the Hamilton
County courtroom where they will
reconvene Monday to hear testimo
ny in the first obscenity case ever
^ed against a U.S. art museum. Ju
rors were permitted only.;a.moment
to View the galleiy.frpni the front
entrance, where ^h|ey,could see sev
eral sepia-toned photographs of the
Morta Lisa, an image of Christand a
nude.v

It was the first time several of the
jurors had been Inside a museum in
years, based on their responses to
questioning this week. And it was'
clear ifrom those responses that art
is not an interest, much less a prior
ity, of any of the jurors. '

A vice officer with the Cincinnati
Police Department testified yester
day that law-enforcement officials
received numerous telephone c^
and letters last winter to complain
about the coming arrival of the ex
hibition. .

Officer James Hicks said those
complaints prompted a police inves-'
tigation,' including a videotaping of
the show, though police never Wed
charges.' A grand juty later issued
an indictment. . '

I i

Hicks and another police,irfficer
recalled that the homoerotjiiphoto
graphs that appeared in >the $o-
called "XYZ Portfolio" were dis
played in a glass libraiy case in a
room separate from the rest of the
exhibit. V !
' Both recalled long lines of people

waiting to view the portfolio; '"Tjie
,p;iace was packed," Hic^ :
; ' TTie; ejchitiition '̂ drwi'-^ec^d^
crowds initsCincinnati ru|̂ ^•!^ri( 7
to May 26. ,

Keitjier officer said he^ leme^i-
)^,l?serjB4 ifeiing ,any sim, restrirting

admission to people 18, and old^.
^people un4er were nptp.^"^^

to view the exhibition, a coi\oession
that museum attorneys saia was
made to appease those in the cofti-

- munity 'who were critical -bT the
show. • V ; 1


